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A) IF THE BALL IS LEGALLY KICKED AND RECOVERED BY

FOOTBALL RULES SUMMARY

RULE 5 SERIES OF DOWNS,NUMBER OF DOWN AND TEAM POSSESSION AFTER PENALTY

* FOUR CONSECUTIVELY NUMBERED DOWNS ARE AWARDED TO A TEAM TO 

PUT THE BALL IN PLAY FROM SCRIMMAGE AFTER A FREE KICK, TOUCHBACK OR

FAIR CATCH.  IN ORDER TO BE AWARDED A NEW SERIES OF DOWNS THE TEAM

MUST ADVANCE THE BALL TO/OR BEYOND THE LINE TO GAIN.  ON ANY DOWN OTHER 

THAN FOURTH THE LINE TO GAIN CAN BE ACHIEVED BY CONSIDERING THE ACTION THAT

TOOK PLACE DURING THE DOWN AND THE EFFECT OF ANY DEAD BALL FOUL.  ON 

FOURTH DOWN A NEW SERIES IS AWARDED AFTER CONSIDERING THE EFFECTS OF

ANY ACT THAT OCCURRED DURING THE DOWN OTHER THAN A NONPLAYER OR

UNSPORTSMANLIKE FOUL (THESE FOULS ARE TREATED AS DEAD BALL FOULS).

* A NEW SERIES IS AWARDED TO 'B' IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER:

A) IF THE BALL BELONGS TO 'B' AT THE END OF THE DOWN.

B) IF AFTER THE COMPLETION OF FOURTH DOWN THE BALL BELONGS TO 'A' AND

THE DOWN ENDS WITH THE BALL BEHIND THE LINE TO GAIN.

* A NEW SERIES IS AWARDED TO 'R' IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER:

A) IF THE BALL IS LEGALLY KICKED AND RECOVERED BY 'R'          'R'.

B) IF AFTER A LEGAL KICK THE BALL IS IN JOINT POSSESSION BY 'R' AND 'K'.

C) IF A LEGALLY KICKED SCRIMMAGE KICK GOES OUT OF BOUNDS.

D) IF A LEGALLY KICKED SCRIMMAGE KICK BECOMES DEAD WITH NO TEAM IN 

POSSESSION.

E) THE SPOT OF FIRST TOUCHING BY 'K' ON A SCRIMMAGE KICK WHICH IS BEYOND THE

EXPANDED NEUTRAL ZONE BEFORE IT IS TOUCHED BEYOND THE ZONE BY 'R' AND 

BEFORE IT COMES TO REST.

* A NEW SERIES IS AWARDED TO THE TEAM IN POSSESSION AT THE END OF THE DOWN:

A) WHEN THERE HAS BEEN A CHANGE OF TEAM POSSESSION UNLESS THE FOUL IS

ACCEPTED FOR A PENALTY THAT OCCURRED PRIOR TO THE CHANGE OF TEAM

POSSESSION.

B) ON A SCRIMMAGE KICK IF 'R' IS THE FIRST TO TOUCH THE BALL AFTER IT HAS 

GONE BEYOND THE EXPANDED NEUTRAL ZONE, UNLESS THE PENALTY IS ACCEPTED

FOR A FOUL WHICH OCCURRED PRIOR TO THE END OF THE KICK.

* IF THE KICKERS RECOVER A SCRIMMAGE KICK IN OR BEHIND THE NEUTRAL ZONE

AND THE BALL HAS NOT BEEN FIRST TOUCHED BEYOND THE NEUTRAL ZONE BY 'R'

THE BALL REMAINS LIVE AND BELONGS TO 'K' AND THE DOWN COUNTS.  IN THIS CASE

THE BALL CAN BE ADVANCED.
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* ON FREE KICKS A NEW SERIES IS AWARDED TO 'R' IN THE FOLLOWING MANNER:

A) KICKS GOING OUT OF BOUNDS LAST TOUCHED BY 'R'.

B) KICKS IN JOINT POSSESSION OF 'R' AND 'K'.

C) AT THE SPOT OF RECOVERY BY 'K' IF THE BALL HAS NOT TRAVELED THE REQUIRED

10 YARDS AND 'R' HAS NOT TOUCHED THE BALL.

D) AT THE SPOT OF FIRST TOUCHING BY 'K' IF K IS THE FIRST TO TOUCH THE BALL 

PRIOR TO IT GOING THE REQUIRED 10 YARDS. ( THIS RIGHT IS CANCELLED IF DURING

THE DOWN 'R' TOUCHES THE KICK AND THEN COMMITS A FOUL OR A PENALTY FOR

ANY FOUL IS ACCEPTED.).

* ON FREE KICKS A NEW SERIES IS AWARDED TO THE TEAM IN FINAL POSSESSION:

WHEN THE BALL HAS TRAVELED A LEAST 10 YARDS AND TOUCHED THE GROUND 

(THESE TWO THINGS CAN HAPPEN IN ANY ORDER) AND THE BALL IS RECOVERED.

* DOWN AND POSSESSION AFTER PENALTY

A) WHEN A PENALTY IS DECLINED THE NUMBER OF THE NEXT DOWN IS THE SAME

AS IF THE FOUL HAD NOT OCCURRED.

B) IF A DOUBLE FOUL OCCURS DURING THE DOWN THE NUMBER OF THE NEXT DOWN

IS THE SAME AS THE DOWN JUST PLAYED.

C) AFTER A DISTANCE PENALTY THE BALL BELONGS TO THE TEAM THAT WAS IN 

POSSESSION WHEN THE FOUL OCCURRED.  TEAM POSSESSION MAY CHANGE IF A

NEW SERIES IS AWARDED.

D) WHEN AN ACCEPTED PENALTY OCCURS DURING A SCRIMMAGE DOWN BEFORE 

ANY CHANGE OF TEAM POSSESSION THE BALL WILL BELONG TO TEAM 'A' .

AND THE NUMBER OF THE NEXT DOWN IS THE SAME AS THE DOWN JUST

PLAYED.  EXCEPTIONS: IF THE PENALTY FOR THE FOUL INCLUDES AN AUTOMATIC FIRST

DOWN OR THE LOSS OF DOWN THEN THE DOWN MAY NOW CHANGE.

E) WHEN A FOUL OCCURS PRIOR TO THE DOWN OR SIMULTANEOUS WITH THE SNAP 

THE NUMBER OF THE NEXT DOWN IS  SAME AS THE NUMBER ESTABLISHED PRIOR

TO THE FOUL.  UNLESS ENFORCEMENT RESULTS IN A FIRST DOWN FOR 'A'.

F) WHEN A FOUL OCCURS PRIOR TO OR DURING A FREE KICK DOWN AND BEFORE 

THERE IS A CHANGE OF TEAM POSSESSION THE DOWN THAT FOLLOWS IS A FREE 

KICK DOWN.  UNLESS AFTER A FAIR CATCH OR AWARDED FAIR CATCH A SCRIMMAGE

DOWN IS CHOSEN.



*
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PREVIOUS SPOT SO THAT THE REAR POINT OF THE BALL BECOMES THE FOREMOST 

POINT OF THE BALL WHEN THE DIRECTION OF THE OFFENSE IS CHANGED.
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* FOLLOWING A FOUL A NEW SERIES IS AWARDED:

A) WHEN THE ACCEPTANCE OF A PENALTY INCLUDES THE AWARD OF A FIRST DOWN.

B) ACCEPTANCE OR DECLINATION OF A PENALTY LEAVES 'A' IN POSSESSION BEYOND

THE LINE TO GAIN.

C) DECLINATION OF ANY PENALTY LEAVES 'A' IN POSSESSION AFTER FOURTH DOWN

AND THE LINE TO GAIN HAS NOT BEEN REACHED BY 'A'.

D) ACCEPTANCE OF A PENALTY AGAINST TEAM 'A' THAT CARRIES A LOSS OF DOWN 

AND LEAVES TEAM 'A' IN POSSESSION BEHIND THE LINE TO GAIN ON FOURTH DOWN.

THE BALL BELONGS TO TEAM 'B' FOR A NEW SERIES.

E) DECLINATION OF ANY PENALTY LEAVES 'B' IN POSSESSION.

F) THERE IS ACCEPTANCE OR DECLINATION OF THE PENALTY FOR ANY FOUL THAT

OCCURS AFTER TEAM POSSESSION HAS CHANGED DURING THE DOWN.

G) AFTER 'R' IS FIRST TO TOUCH A SCRIMMAGE KICK WHILE IT IS BEYOND THE NEUTRAL 

ZONE AND THERE IS A FOUL THAT IS DECLINED. 

LINE TO GAIN AND MEASUREMENT

A) THE LINE TO GAIN IS ALWAYS 10 YARDS IN ADVANCE OF THE BALL'S FOREMOST

POINT WHEN A NEW SERIES IS AWARDED UNLESS THE GOAL LINE IS LESS THAN 

10 YARDS AWAY.  THEN THE GOAL LINE IS THE LINE TO GAIN.  THE PENALTIES FOR

ALL FOULS (INCLUDING NON-PLAYER AND UNSPORTSMANLIKE) THAT OCCUR PRIOR TO

THE READY FOR PLAY SIGNAL ARE ADMINISTERED PRIOR TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF

THE LINE TO GAIN.

B) A MEASUREMENT FOR A POSSIBLE FIRST DOWN MAY BE MADE BY THE CAPTAIN 

PRIOR TO THE BALL BEING MARKED READY FOR PLAY.  THE REQUEST CAN BE 

DENIED IF THE REFEREE FEELS THE LINE TO GAIN HAS OR HAS NOT BEEN REACHED.

C) ON A CHANGE OF POSSESSION THAT DOES NOT INCLUDE AN INCOMPLETE FOURTH

DOWN PASS, THE FOREMOST POINT OF THE BALL NOW BECOMES THE REAR POINT

WHEN THE DIRECTION OF THE OFFENSE IS CHANGED.

D) ON A FORTH DOWN INCOMPLETE FORWARD PASS THE BALL IS PLACED AT THE 
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